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Abstract
In this review, I provide the current status and future prospects for the coupled core-mantle evolution and
specifically summarize the constraints arising from geomagnetism and paleomagnetism on the long-term secular
variations of the geomagnetic field. The heat flow across the core-mantle boundary (CMB) is essential for
determining the best-fit scenario that explains the observational data of geomagnetic secular variations (e.g., onset
timing of the inner core growth, geomagnetic polarity reversals, and westward drift) and should include the various
origins of the heterogeneous structures in the deep mantle that have affected the heat transfer across the coremantle boundary for billions of years. The coupled core-mantle evolution model can potentially explain the onset
timing of the inner core and its influence on the long-term geomagnetic secular variations, but it is still
controversial among modeling approaches on the core energetics because the paleomagnetic data contains
various uncertainties. Additionally, with the coupled core-mantle evolution model in geodynamo simulations, the
frequency of the geomagnetic polarity reversals can be explained with the time variations of the heat flow across
the CMB. Additionally, the effects of the stable region in the outermost outer core to the magnetic evolution are
also crucial but there would be still uncertain for their feasibility.
However, despite this progress in understanding the observational data for geomagnetic secular variations, there
are several unresolved issues that should be addressed in future investigations: (1) initial conditions—starting with
the solidification of the global magma ocean with the onset timing of plate tectonics and geodynamo actions and
(2) planetary habitability—how the dynamics of the Earth’s deep interior affects the long-term surface environment
change that has been maintained in the Earth’s multisphere coupled system.
Keywords: Geomagnetic field, Earth’s core, Deep mantle, Long-term evolution

1 Introduction
The ultimate goal for revealing the deep planetary interior is to understand why the Earth may experience both
plate tectonics and a main geomagnetic field as a result
of the activities of the deep planetary interior (e.g., Stevenson et al. 1983). Plate tectonics is driven by convective actions in the deep mantle, and a geomagnetic field
is generated by the convective action of the metallic core
driving the geodynamo (e.g., Lister and Buffett 1995).
Understanding the dynamical processes across the
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Earth’s deep interior is essential for giving a consistent
scenario on its long-term evolution and the habitability
of planetary surfaces (e.g., Foley and Driscoll 2016), but
there is still a lack of information on these processes.
Several reasons for this information deficit are described
below: (1) Earth’s deep interior cannot see itself directly,
but it can be visualized with helps of geophysical observations, high pressure material science, and geochemical
analyses; (2) theoretical and numerical modeling augments interpretations from data analyses of geophysical
observations; and (3) various interactions across boundaries within the modeling processes should be understood to reveal the geophysical/geochemical/geological
processes found by the observations. Particularly, the interactions of the Earth’s various dynamic systems are
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important for understanding the habitability of Earthlike rocky planets because the climate condition is essential for the planetary habitability. The climate condition
can be described as the variations of atmospheric compositions such as the greenhouse gasses that can be supplied with the volcanic degassing from the deep
planetary interior (e.g., Ernst and Youbi 2017.). Thus, as
quoted above, the interaction of the Earth’s various systems is crucial for revealing why the Earth can be characterized by the habitable planet.
In this review, I introduce the current understanding
and accomplishments for the long-term evolution of the
Earth’s deep interior in terms of numerical/theoretical
modeling approaches that explain observational data and
their interpretations; additionally, I address topics on
short-term evolution such as geomagnetic polarity reversals and the westward drift. Although this review may
include bias, its ultimate purpose is to point out the issues arising from observational data concerning the evolution, structure, and dynamics of the Earth’s deep
interior as well as evolution processes ranging from the
early magma ocean to the present-day Earth.

2 Observational constraints
In this section, two important geomagnetism and
paleomagnetism constraints for determining the appropriate scenario on the coupled core-mantle evolution are
introduced: (1) long-term geomagnetic field intensity
and its implication for the inner core growth and structure of the outermost outer core and (2) geomagnetic
secular variations in thermal coupling across the coremantle boundary, which are geomagnetic polarity reversals and non-dipolar field generation.
2.1 Long-term variations of the intensity of the
geomagnetic field: inner core growth and the outermost
core

Long-term variations of the intensity of the geomagnetic
field inferred from the paleomagnetic measurement aims
can be used to determine when the inner core starts nucleation, which likely corresponds to a sudden change in
paleomagnetic intensity (e.g., Tarduno et al. 2006). This
concept has been proposed for the timing of the transition from purely thermal convection to thermal and
chemical convection in the Earth’s core, because the
chemical convection caused by the light element release
with the inner core growth is an additional driving force
of the convection in the Earth’s core (e.g., Stevenson
et al. 1983). Figure 1 shows the schematic illustration of
the relationship between a sudden change in the
paleointensity and the transition of the convective physics in the Earth’s core, which switches from purely thermal convection to thermal and chemical convection.
Due to progress in paleointensity measurements
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Fig. 1 Schematic illustrations of the interpretations for the onset of
the inner core growth used in paleomagnetic data. There are some
uncertainties in determining the onset timing of the inner core
growth from the paleomagnetic data; this is because it is difficult to
determine the timing of the sudden change of the magnetic field
intensity that corresponds to the transition of driving mechanisms of
the core convection from a purely thermal convection to a
combined thermal and chemical convection

facilitated by considerable technological improvements,
the onset timing of the inner core growth is inferred as
the younger age of the inner core (e.g., Biggin et al.
2015); this is consistent with the theoretical model of
the age of the inner core, which may be ~ 1 Ga (Labrosse et al. 2001). However, the age of the inner core inferred from the paleomagnetism includes large
uncertainties ranging from 0.5 to 2.5 Ga (Biggin et al.
2015; Tarduno et al. 2015); these uncertainties are
caused by the quality of the samples (strongly affected
by weathering, thunder, and tectonics metamorphism)
even if the measurement techniques are greatly improved (Smirnov et al. 2016). Despite these uncertainties,
a sudden change in the paleointensity of the geomagnetic field can be still useful in constraining the onset
timing of the inner core growth.
2.2 Short-term variations of geomagnetic fields: spatial
patterns and core-mantle coupling

The time variations of the spatial pattern of the geomagnetic field and its origin are interesting for interpreting
the dynamics of the Earth’s core, including the variations
of the non-dipolar magnetic field (westward drift; e.g.,
Yukutake and Shimizu 2015) and geomagnetic polarity
reversals (Courtillot and Besse 1987). These researches
are generally quoted that both geomagnetic events are
generated as a result of the various styles of the coremantle coupling processes.
On the spatial variations of the geomagnetic field, the
secular variations of the non-dipolar geomagnetic field
can be decomposed into its drifting and standing parts
(e.g., Yukutake and Shimizu 2015). The drifting part is
known as ~0.3°/year from west to east (westward drift;
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e.g., Bullard et al. 1950), which predicted that the silicate
mantle and metallic core would be coupled with a certain mechanism. The standing part is likely to stay a certain region corresponding to the large-scale seismic
anomalies in the deep mantle, which also predicted a
certain mechanism of the core-mantle coupling (e.g.,
Yukutake and Shimizu 2016). The physics behind those
parts of the non-dipolar geomagnetic field can be interpreted by core-mantle thermal coupling (e.g., Bloxham
et al. 1989) and/or by core-mantle topographic coupling
(e.g., Yoshida and Hamano 1993) for the drifting and
standing parts of non-dipolar fields. For the thermal and
topography anomalies, mantle convection and plate tectonics may play essential roles in both coupling mechanisms (Nakagawa and Tackley 2008; Deschamps et al.
2018). On the long-term history of the paleomagnetic
data, the geomagnetic polarity reversals in dipolar fields
may be related to the core-mantle coupling processes
(Larson and Olson 1991; Courtillot and Olson 2007; Biggin et al. 2012). The frequency of the polarity reversals
may be correlated with the plume events that cause the
formation of Large Igneous Provinces (LIPs).
To understand the relationship between large-scale
events caused by the mantle dynamics and geomagnetic
secular variations, the dynamics of the deep mantle
should be comprehensively understood. Seismic tomographic images are the way for revealing the dynamics in
the deep mantle (e.g., Ritsema et al. 2011). Tomographic
images generally indicate two large slow velocity anomalies located beneath the Pacific and Africa, which are
referred to as ‘Large Low-Shear Velocity Provinces’
(LLSVPs). Explanations of the origins of these largescale seismic anomalies are still controversial because
the resolution of current seismic imaging is not sufficient. For determining the origins of such anomalies, the
anti-correlation between shear wave anomalies and bulk
sound velocity anomalies should be satisfied. This suggests that the shear wave anomalies are likely to represent the thermal effects of the seismic anomalies, while
the bulk sound anomalies may be indicated in the density anomalies. In the LLSVPs, the slower shear anomalies
correspond to the faster anomalies of the bulk sound
velocity. This dynamic may suggest that the origins of
these anomalies may be simultaneously caused by thermal and compositional effects (e.g., Ishii and Tromp
1999). Geodynamics modeling investigations have tested
the hypothesis of the origin of the deep mantle heterogeneity (e.g., Deschamps et al. 2011). With the adjoint
model of seismic tomography and convective dynamics
in the deep mantle, the post-perovskite phase may potentially explain the large-scale anomalies in the deep
mantle (e.g., Koelemeijer et al. 2018). However, since the
post-perovskite phase may not appear in the slow seismic anomalies (e.g., Nakagawa and Tackley 2005b), the
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interpretation of the adjoint model may be somewhat
doubtful. In contrast, spectral analysis and its correlation
between numerical modeling and seismic imaging indicate that the thermal and chemical origins can explain
some of the constraints (anti-correlation between the
bulk sound and shear wave anomalies and the horizontal
length-scale) of heterogeneous structures (Tackley,
2002; Nakagawa et al. 2010; Deschamps et al. 2011;
Jones et al. 2020). The “tomographic filter” was introduced to improve the geodynamics interpretations in the
deep mantle from the seismic tomographic images (e.g.,
Ritsema et al. 2007), but the geodynamics interpretations
are not well improved because, again, interpretations of
the dynamics in the deep mantle are still not consistent
with the requirements from the thermal and chemical
conditions of the deep mantle mineralogy, using the adjoint geodynamics-seismic model based on the tomographic filtering. More efforts should be made to
improve the seismic imaging in the deep mantle and
thus improve interpretations of the dynamics in the
Earth’s deep interior.

3 Importance of the heat transfer across the coremantle boundary (CMB)
In the previous sections, several observational constraints for revealing the coupled evolution of the core
and mantle were discussed. To model and determine the
consistent evolution scenario for the coupled coremantle evolution as one system, the heat transfer across
the CMB is the most significant quantity to reveal the
coupled evolution between the silicate mantle and metallic core (e.g., Buffett et al. 1996; Labrosse et al. 1997).
As discussed above, the heat transfer across the CMB
strongly affects the evolution of the geomagnetic field
and inner core size, and the spatial pattern of the geomagnetic secular variations. In this section, I introduce
the current knowledge on the amplitude and spatial pattern of the heat flow across the CMB in terms of the
long-term and short-term evolution of the Earth’s core.
3.1 A range of the heat flow across the CMB: long-term
evolution

For the long-term evolution of the heat flow across the
CMB, the heat transfer of the mantle convection is essential. This is because the timescale of the mantle convection is controlled by plate tectonics, which occurs at
timescales of millions and billions of years. In theoretical
modeling of the thermodynamics of the thermal and
magnetic evolution of the Earth’s core that is simplified
for the heat transfer across the core-mantle boundary;
the time variations caused by the mantle convection and
plate tectonics should be considered for the long-term
evolution (e.g., Labrosse 2015).
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The amplitude of the heat transfer across the coremantle boundary is, again, an important piece of information that is needed to understand the long-term evolution processes of the Earth’s core. As indicated in a
recent review article (Lay et al. 2008), the heat flow
across the core-mantle boundary may range from 8 to
15 TW at the present. Looking at the heat budget across
the entire Earth show in Table 1, the heat flow across
the oceanic lithosphere is approximately 32 TW and
heat production in the silicate mantle is approximately
20 TW including the effects of the continental lithosphere that is around ~ 7 TW (e.g., Jaupart et al. 2007).
Hence, the heat transfer across the core-mantle boundary ranges from 25 to 50% of the heat transfer of plate
tectonics.
More recently, the heat flow across the core-mantle
boundary inferred from the deep mantle melting and
thermal conductivity measurement of the metallic core
has been required for nearly the upper-bound value to
maintain the thermal and chemical convection of the
Earth’s core (Labrosse et al. 2007; Gomi et al. 2013). To
find the thermal convection in the Earth’s core, the heat
flow across the CMB should exceed the isentropic heat
flow (adiabatic heat flow). The thermal convection in the
Earth’s core is the essential mechanism for the geodynamo actions prior to the inner core growth (Labrosse
2015; Davies 2015).
For finding the better estimate of the heat flow across
the CMB, the thermal conductivity of metallic iron
seems to be crucial (Gomi et al. 2013). However, the
value of the thermal conductivity of metallic iron has a
high uncertainty ranging from 16 to 220 W/m/K
(Konôpková et al. 2016; Ohta et al. 2016). From Gomi
et al. (2013), the heat flow across the core-mantle
boundary that may maintain the thermal convection in
the Earth’s core is required to have more than 11 TW of
heat flow across the core-mantle boundary at minimum.
The high thermal conductivity of the Earth’s core may
have a high isentropic heat flow; hence, a sufficient
amount of heat flow that exceeds the isentropic heat
flow is required to maintain the convective actions in
the Earth’s core. In summary, incorporating the range
quoted by the literature (Lay et al. 2008), the current
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constraint on the heat flow across the CMB is likely to
range 11 TW to 15 TW at the present time.
3.2 Spatial pattern of the CMB heat flux: short-term
evolution

The other importance of the heat flow across the CMB
is the spatial pattern and its role in the geomagnetic
secular variations (Bloxham et al. 1989; Olson 2016). As
quoted the previous section (‘Observational Constraints’), the secular variations of the spatial pattern of
the geomagnetic field (geographical path of the polarity
reversals and westward drift) may be interpreted by the
geodynamo action with the core-mantle thermal coupling. There are a few good review articles concerning the
core-mantle thermal coupling in the geodynamo modeling (Olson 2016; Wicht and Sanchez 2019). In this section, I introduce the summary of those reviews.
As in numerical geodynamo simulations, the spatial
pattern of the heat flux across the CMB has been imposed as the heterogeneous boundary condition, being
converted from the seismic tomography in the deep
mantle (Glatzmaier et al. 1999; Olson and Christensen
2002). Geodynamo simulations with the heterogeneous
boundary condition have indicated the spatial patterns
and variations of the geomagnetic field generation such
as the moving path of the geomagnetic pole as a function of time (e.g., Glatzmaier et al. 1999). Additionally,
the heterogeneity pattern of the inner core boundary
may also affect the spatial pattern of the heat flux across
the core-mantle boundary (Gubbins et al. 2011; Aubert
et al. 2013), which can explain the seismological observations of the heterogenous structure near the uppermost inner core (Deuss 2014; Pejic et al. 2017; Burdick
et al. 2019).
In this type of geodynamo simulation, the heat flux at
the CMB is imposed as the top thermal boundary condition, which is converted from the seismic tomography
taken near the bottom of the mantle (e.g., Olson and
Christensen 2002). The conversion concept is that the
seismic anomalies are purely explained by the thermal
effect; however, in an accomplishment of the numerical
mantle convection simulations, including the findings of
detailed seismological analyses and mineral physics

Table 1 Heat budget across the Earth’s deep interior. Model estimates are taken from Nakagawa and Tackley (2012); Observational
constraints are taken from Jaupart et al. (2007). The heat production rate is indicated after excluding the heat production of the
continental crust which is typically ~7 TW (see Jaupart et al. 2007). The cooling rate at the core-mantle boundary is represented as
the convective cooling rate in the whole mantle
Model

Observational constraints

Surface heat flow across the oceanic lithosphere

~35 TW

32 TW

Heat flow across the CMB

12 TW

8 TW

Heat production in the silicate mantle (excl. the continental crust)

12.5–28.5 TW

13 TW

Cooling rate at the core-mantle boundary

~70 K/Gyrs

118 K/Gyrs
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constraints, the heat flux across the CMB was not simply
correlated with the seismic anomalies. This indicates a
non-linear relationship between seismic anomalies and
the heat flux across the CMB (Nakagawa and Tackley
2008). Hence, the relationship is complicated since the
seismic anomalies may be explained by various complexities. Amit and Choblet (2012) incorporated non-linear
effects while converting the heat flux across the CMB
boundary from the seismic anomalies inferred from
Nakagawa and Tackley (2008); however, the morphology
of the magnetic field, including the non-linear effect,
was not considerably different from the simple linear
scaling between the seismic anomalies and heat flux
across the CMB. Despite these small effects combined
with the complexities of the deep mantle heterogeneity,
the complexities in mantle convection, including the
plate motions and deep mantle heterogeneity, plays an
important role in the geographical paths of polarity reversals (e.g., Olson et al. 2013, 2015).

4 A coupled core-mantle evolution model: longterm evolution
In this section, a brief review on the coupled core-mantle
evolution modeling is introduced. This modeling approach can interpret the long-term evolution of the intensity of the geomagnetic field over billions of years. Unlike
the previous section, which exclusively addresses the
short-term evolution of core-mantle coupling, the long-
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term evolution is only addressed. As performed in various
investigations (Stevenson et al. 1983; Nakagawa and Tackley 2004; Nakagawa and Tackley, 2005a; Nakagawa and
Tackley 2010), the model concept is shown in Fig. 2. As
indicated in Fig. 2b, the heat flux should be continuous
across the CMB, which means that the heat flux must be
identical at just below and above the boundary. Hence,
the mantle convection model may provide the heat flux
across the bottom boundary to the energetics of the core
convection (Fig. 2c). For mantle convection models, there
are two choices used to compute the heat flow across the
CMB: Parameterized convection or full simulations. For
more detail, in this section, I first introduce the theory of
the core evolution in the energetics of the core convection
so that the inner core growth and magnetic field intensity
can be computed. Next, the accomplishments of the
coupled core-mantle evolution in two types of the mantle
convection approach (parameterized and full fluid dynamics simulation), which is incorporated into the energetics
of the core convection, are provided.
4.1 Energetics of the Earth’s core: inner core growth and
magnetic field generation

In this section, the energetics of the Earth’s core are described because they represent a common physics for
both mantle convection approaches in the coupled coremantle evolution modeling. Being based on the arguments in Labrosse (2015) and Takehiro and Sasaki

Fig. 2 a Schematic concept of the coupled core-mantle evolution model; b zoom-up of a at the core-mantle boundary. The heat flux across the
core-mantle boundary should be continuous; hence, the heat flux just below the core-mantle boundary (core side) must be the same as the heat
flux for just above the core-mantle boundary (mantle side). c A schematic illustration for the concept of the feedback between the mantle
convection and core evolution models. This illustration provides the CMB heat flow computed from the mantle convection model to the core
evolution model, and then, feedback to the CMB temperature for the bottom boundary condition of the mantle convection model
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(2018), the thermal energy balance of the Earth’s core
can be described as follows:
QCMB ¼ QC þ QL þ E G þ QR

ð1Þ

where QCMB is the heat flow across the CMB given from
the mantle convection model, Qc is the secular cooling
caused by the convective hear transport, QL is the latent
heat release, EG is the gravitational energy release caused
by the inner core growth, and QR is the heat production
caused by the radioactive elements in the core alloy. Partitioning of radioactive elements indicates that the heat
production elements are likely to concentrate into the
silicate mantle rather than the metallic core (Hirose
et al. 2013; Watanabe et al. 2014). Therefore, the heat
production effects are not considered here; the energy
balance across the core is given as follows:
QCMB ¼ QC þ QL þ E G

ð2Þ

Since the secular cooling term can be given as follows:
QC ¼ − M c cc

dT c
dt

ð3Þ

the thermal energy balance can be simply arranged as
follows:
M c cc

dT c
¼ − QCMB þ QL þ E G
dt

ð4Þ

where Tc is the temperature at the inner core boundary,
Mc is the mass of the outer core, and cc is the heat capacity of the outer core. The detailed formulations of the
latent heat release and gravitational release caused by
the inner core growth are given in Labrosse (2015).
Using this energy balance, it is possible to compute the
growth rate of the inner core. To compute the
temperature at the core-mantle boundary, which may
provide feedback to the mantle convection, the structure
of the core should be assumed as having an isentropic
temperature profile with an entirely mixed condition.
This is because the convection of the Earth’s core is excessively vigorous, so the convection of the Earth’s core
may be turbulent (e.g., Schaeffer et al. 2017). The
temperature at the core-mantle boundary is expressed
by the temperature at the inner core boundary:


ρc ðbÞ − γ
T CMB ¼ T c
ð5Þ
ρc ðcÞ
where b and c are the radii of the Earth’s outer and
inner core, respectively, and γ is the Grüneisen
parameter.
When the inner core starts growing, the compositional
convection is valid because the light element of the
Earth’s core should be released to the molten part of the
metallic core; this dynamic plays an important role in
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the additional driving force of the core convection (e.g.,
Takehiro and Sasaki 2018). For the compositional balance in the outer core, as described in Buffett and Seagle
(2010) and Takehiro and Sasaki (2018), the chemical
composition of the light elements in the Earth’s core can
be given as follows:
Mc

dX c
¼ S ICB þ S CMB
dt

ð6Þ

where Xc is the entirely mixed concentration of the light
elements in the convective region of the Earth’s outer
core, and SICB is the chemical flux associated with the
inner core growth because the light elements is released
to the molten core with the inner core growing, which is
given as follows:
S ICB ¼ 4πc2 ρc ðcÞX 0

dc
dt

ð7Þ

X0 is the initial concentration of the light elements,
dc/dt is the growth rate of the inner core computed
from the thermal energy balance shown in Eq. (4), and
SCMB is the chemical flux across the core-mantle boundary as a result of the chemical reaction between the silicate mantle and metallic core as shown in Frost et al.
(2010) and Gubbins and Davies (2013). Detailed formulations of the chemical flux associated with the inner
core growth are shown in Takehiro and Sasaki (2018).
With the aforementioned thermal and chemical balances, there are two methods for assessing the magnetic
field generation caused by the convective actions in the
Earth’s core, including computing the magnetic dissipation from the thermal energy balance and the scaling
law of the strength of the magnetic field associated with
the convective fluxes.
For the ohmic dissipation approach, the total energy
dissipation is given from the thermal balance as shown
in Eqs. (29) to (35) of Labrosse (2015):


EG
Φ ¼ T Φ ηc QC þ ηL QL þ
− Sk
ð8Þ
T CMB
where TΦ is the dissipation temperature, ηc and ηL are
the Carnot efficiencies caused by the convective cooling
and latent heat release, respectively, caused by the inner
core growth, and Sk is the entropy sink caused by the isentropic temperature profile given as follows:


Z
1 dT a ðr Þ 2
Sk ¼
k
dV
ð9Þ
T a ðr Þ dr
V
where k is the thermal conductivity of the core alloy,
and Ta(r) is the isentropic temperature of the molten
core. As the thermal conductivity is sufficiently high, the
entropy sink becomes larger. Hence, with a high thermal
conductivity, the entropy production caused by the core
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convection is reduced to suppress the magnetic field
generation.
For the convective flux approach, the thermal and
chemical convective fluxes are given as follows: the scaling relationship between the convective flux and magnetic field generation is provided in Olson and
Christensen (2006) and Aubert et al. (2009). For the
convective fluxes caused by the thermal and chemical
convection of the Earth’s core, as shown in Takehiro
and Sasaki (2018), the radial entropy flux is given as
follows:

F S ðr Þ ¼

Qconv ðr Þ − μðr Þ F c ðr Þ
T a ðr Þ

ð10Þ

where Qconv(r) = Qc(r) + QL(r) + EG(r) + QS(r), which is
given as the total heat flow caused by the thermal convection, μ(r) is the chemical potential change caused by
the inner core solidification, and Fc(r) is the compositional convective flux given as follows:
F c ðr Þ ¼ S ICB þ S CMB − X c

ð11Þ

With these convective fluxes, the power generated by
the buoyancy force of the core convection is given as
follows:
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wb ðr Þ ¼ g ðr Þ



αT T c ðr Þ
F S ðr Þ − αc F c ðr Þ
cp

ð12Þ

where wb(r) is the radial profile of the work performed
by the convective buoyancy flux, and αT and αc are the
thermal and chemical expansivity, respectively. The
magnetic moment at the CMB can be computed with
the scaling law derived from geodynamo simulations
given as follows:

M ¼ 4πb

3

ρc ðbÞ
2μ0

12

ðb − cÞwb ðbÞ
4πb2 ρc ðbÞ

!13
ð13Þ

where μ0 = 4π × 10−7 (H/m) is the magnetic permeability. This scaling formula is only valid when wb(r) > 0;
otherwise, the magnetic moment should be zero.
Figure 3 shows the magnetic evolution computed for
two approaches (using Eqs. (8) and (13)) with 13 TW of
the heat flow across the present-day CMB. Both approaches provide a consistent profile of the magnetic
evolution indicating that there is a huge jump of the
magnetic intensity or dissipation caused by the onset of
the inner core growth. This jump also corresponds to
the change of the dynamics of the Earth’s core from
purely thermal convection into thermal and chemical
convection. The growth of the inner core is a major
mechanism that can maintain the magnetic field at the
present time. Hence, they are useful in determining the

Fig. 3 Magnetic evolution profiles with 13 TW of the heat flow across the CMB at present. The heat flow across the CMB is assumed as: QCMB
¼ QCMB;p expð f ðtata− tÞÞ where QCMB, p is the present-day heat flow across the CMB, f = ln(QCMB, 0/QCMB, p)/ta, QCMB, 0 is the initial value of the heat
flow across the CMB, which is 25 TW, and ta is the age of the Earth (4.6 billion years)
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Table 2 Typical parameters used in Fig. 3 taken mostly from Labrosse (2015)
Notation

Parameter

Value

ρ0

Density at the center

12451 kg m-3

Lρ

Density scale height

8039

Aρ

4th order polynomial fitting constant of the density

0.484

b

Core radius

3486 km

c

Inner core radius

1221 km at the present

kc0

Thermal conductivity at the center

163 W/m/K or 125 W/m/K

Ak

Radial dependence of thermal conductivity

2.39

γ

Grüneisen parameter

1.5

ð∂T∂Pm ÞX

Pressure derivative of melting temperature

9 × 10−9 K/Pa

ð∂T∂Xm ÞP

Compositional derivative of melting temperature

−2.1 × 104 K-1

X0

Initial concentration of light elements of the Earth’s core

5.6 %

ΔXρI

Density difference across the ICB

580 kg m-3

cp

Heat capacity

750 J K-1 kg-1

Tm0

Melting temperature at the center

5300 Kj

long-term magnetic evolution caused by the geodynamo
actions in the Earth’s core. The typical physical parameters used in Fig. 3 are listed in Table 2.
4.2 Parameterized mantle convection: brief evolution
scenario

The parameterized convection approach for the heat
budget across the whole mantle is used to compute the
coupled core-mantle evolution (Stevenson et al. 1983;
Driscoll and Bercovici 2014). In this approach, the energy balance of the mantle convection is given as
follows:
Mm cm

dT m
¼ QCMB þ H m − Qs − Qmelt
dt

ð14Þ

where Tm is the mass averaged temperature in the silicate mantle, Mm is the mass of the silicate mantle, cm is
the heat capacity of the mantle, Hm is the radioactive
heat production in the silicate mantle, and Qmelt is the
heat extraction caused by the melt migration across the
mantle. This approach is approximated for the heat
transfer of the mantle convection using the scaling relationship between the heat flow and convective vigor,
given as:
Q  Raβ

ð15Þ

or
Q  ν − β ΔT 1þβ

ð16Þ

where Ra is the Rayleigh number described for the ratio of the buoyancy force to the viscous resistance, ΔT is
the temperature difference across the boundary, ν is the
kinematic viscosity depending on temperature and

pressure, and β is the power law index derived from the
scaling relationship. Regarding the power law index β,
there are certain choices depending on the rheological
properties of the silicate mantle and dynamics of the
mantle. However, as investigated by Honda (1996), the
value of this index is approximated as 0.3, which is applicable to the most complicated setting of the mantle
convection. Certain improvements have been made for
the scaling law of heat transfer across the mantle, including the heat transfer associated with plate tectonics
(e.g., Korenaga 2010) and the transport of partially molten material with the mantle convection (e.g., Fraeman
and Korenaga 2010). Figure 4 shows an example of the
core-mantle evolution computation in the parameterized
mantle convection model, including the heat transfer associated with the partially molten material (Driscoll and
Bercovici 2014). With this figure, the evolution of the
Earth’s mantle and core can be briefly found, which indicates ~10 TW of the CMB heat flow and ~ 40 TW of
the surface heat flow. The age of the inner core is
around 1.5 billion years. On the magnetic intensity profile, I checked two values of the thermal conductivity of
the Earth’s core (125 W/m/K and 163 W/m/K) because
this property contains a huge uncertainty ranging from
16 to 220 W/m/K (Konôpková et al. 2016; Ohta et al.
2016). For 163 W/m/K taken from Gomi et al. (2013),
the magnetic intensity is fallen into zero between 2.3
and 3.0 billion years from the initial state but, for 125
W/m/K, the magnetic intensity indicates the positive
value for 4.6 billion years. It is noted that the thermal
evolution of the coupled core-mantle system is not
changed with the value of the thermal conductivity of
the Earth’s core (Nakagawa and Tackley 2013). The typical physical values used in Fig. 4 are listed in Table 3.
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Fig. 4 Computed result of the coupled core-mantle evolution in a parameterized mantle convection with the mantle melting parameterization
(Driscoll and Bercovici 2014). Top left: temperature (mass averaged mantle temperature, upper mantle, lower mantle, and core-mantle boundary);
top right: heat flow (surface heat flow, heat flow across the CMB, heat producing elements in the mantle, and heat transport due to the partial
melting); bottom left: inner core growth, which has 1.6 Ga of the age of the inner core; bottom right: magnetic moments plotted for two values
of the thermal conductivity at the center of the Earth’s core. When the thermal conductivity is assumed as 163 W/m/K (Gomi et al. 2013), the
magnetic field generation stops between 2.3 and 3.0 billion years. Conversely, the magnetic field may be continuously generated with 125 W/m/
K of thermal conductivity at the center of the Earth’s core

4.3 Full mantle convection simulations: realistic modeling

Full mantle convection simulations are used to compute
the heat flow across the CMB instead of the parameterized convection. This is because the choice of the power
law index may have a high uncertainty (Christensen
1985) and may not easily express the time variations of
the horizontal length-scale, including the scaling relationship between heat transfer and convective vigor (e.g.,
Korenaga 2010). The first attempt made for the coupled
core-mantle evolution based on the full mantle convection simulations was done with the effects of the origin
of the thermochemical piles in the deep mantle
(Nakagawa and Tackley 2004), where the heat flow buffering caused by the deep mantle heterogeneity would be
required to explain the present-day size of the inner
core. Including the rheological properties that allow for
the generation of plate-like behavior and the effects of
radioactive elements in the metallic core, a best-fit

model that may explain both sizes of the inner core and
the continuous magnetic field generation over 4 billion
years was formulated (Nakagawa and Tackley 2005b;
Nakagawa and Tackley 2010). Specifically, the initial
temperature at the core-mantle boundary seems to be
considerably higher than expected from the formation
scenario of the Earth (Nakagawa and Tackley 2010).
Additionally, the geologic constraints of the onset timing
and mechanism of the plate tectonics (Moore and Webb
2013; Stern 2004) have been more recently formulated
because the heat transfer of the plate tectonics may control the heat flow across the core-mantle boundary
(Nakagawa and Tackley 2015). Figure 5 shows the results of the core-mantle evolution scenario with various
strengths of the oceanic lithosphere as well as the mechanism of the onset of plate tectonics, which both demonstrate plume impacts to the viscous lid and heat pipe
volcanism reproduced from Nakagawa and Tackley
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Table 3 Typical parameters used in Fig. 4, which are mostly
taken from Driscoll and Bercovici (2014). For the core evolution,
the typical parameters can be found in Table 2
Symbol

Meaning

Value

η0

Reference viscosity

7.0 × 1011 Pa s

fvisc

Factor of depth change of viscosity

10

E

Activation energy

300 kJ/mol

ρum

Density of the upper mantle

3491 kg m−3

ρlm

Density of the lower mantle

5490 kg m-3

Mm

Mass of the mantle

4 × 1024 kg

g

Gravity

9.8 m s−2

αum

Thermal expansivity of the upper mantle

3 × 10−5 K−1

αlm

Thermal expansivity of the lower mantle

3 × 10−5 K-1

κ0

Surface thermal diffusivity

7 × 10−7 m2 s−1

cm

Heat capacity

1250 J kg−1 K−1

Lm

Latent heat

6.0 × 105 J kg−1

Hm

Present-day internal heating rate

20 TW

εerupt

Eruption rate

1.0

Tsol0

Solidus temperature at the surface

1244.0 K

γad,m

Adiabatic gradient of the melt

1 K/km

γz

Solidus gradient with the depth

3.9 K/km

R

Gas constant

8.314 J K-1 mol-1

(2015). The strength of the oceanic lithosphere affects
the heat transfer across the CMB, which indicates that
cases with the long-term operating the surface plate motion can give the better core evolution with an aid of the
basaltic piles. For the stronger plate (0.2 of the friction
coefficient), the evolution profiles are similar to the case
with the weaker plate (0.02 of the friction coefficient) because of no dense piles above the CMB.
For describing the more detailed effects on the heat
pipe volcanism, Fig. 6 shows the zoom up of the diagnostic of the surface plate properties for both with and
without melting effects up to 0.08 of the friction coefficient, and time variations of the viscosity field for 0.08 of
the friction coefficient. A sudden increase of the magmatic heat transport corresponds to both plume impacts
and heat pipe volcanism. This increasing the magmatic
heat transport can find the same timing as the spike of
the surface mobility (a ratio of surface velocity to the
root-mean-square velocity of the mantle convection).
This suggests that the both plume impacts and heat pipe
volcanism can work for the driving mechanism of the
onset of the plate subduction when the strength of the
oceanic plate is sufficiently weak (~0.04 of the friction
coefficient; Fig. 6a, b). The heat pipe volcanism can aid
the plate subduction when the oceanic lithosphere is
fairly strong (see Fig. 5c, d) because the eclogite transition in the oceanic crust can give an additional downward buoyancy. The onset timing of the tectonic plate
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here indicates around ~60 Myrs, which supports the onset timing of the plate subduction inferred by the geochemical analysis of the zircon (e.g., Hopkins et al.
2008). However, there are still huge uncertainties of the
onset timing of the plate subduction (e.g., Korenaga
2013). A more detailed investigation will be needed in
the future.

5 Future prospects
5.1 Recent progress

A recent travel time analysis of the seismic wave bouncing at the core-mantle boundary (SmKS phase) indicates that the outermost outer core may have a slower
speed than the reference seismic structure of the deep
Earth (Tanaka 2007; Helffrich and Kaneshima 2010).
The origin of this slow speed region in the outermost
outer core, which is interpreted as the “stable” region
(less convective zone), was noted by three theoretical
models of the core evolution (Labrosse et al. 1997; Lister
and Buffett 1998; Buffett and Seagle 2010). Labrosse
et al. (1997) attempted to explain the stable region in
the outermost outer core using an “adiabatic shell.” Labrosse (2015) quoted the possibility of the stable region
with the high value of the thermal conductivity in the
heat budget of the Earth’s outer core. Buffett and Seagle
(2010) attempted to explain the origin of the stable region using the chemical coupling between the silicate
mantle and metallic core by assuming that the oxygen
would be a major light element of the Earth’s core. However, both approaches could not explain the origin of the
slow seismic wave speed at the outermost core, although
the thickness of the region could be explained. Lister
and Buffett (1998) attempted to include both the thermal and chemical origins of the stable region and noted
that the thermal origin may be preferable. Nakagawa
(2018) also attempted to decipher the origin of the stable
region with the long-term evolution model of the Earth’s
core by allowing the formation of the stable region, but
the region in the model seemed to be extremely stable
and could not fully explain the seismic observations.
Figure 7 shows an example of the coupled core-mantle
evolution model, including the formation of the stable
region in the outermost core. The stable region may
stabilize the heat transfer across the core-mantle boundary, which indicates around 12 TW of the CMB heat
flow and 4000 K of the temperature at the CMB.
Additionally, incorporating the stable region can get the
better evolution of the Earth’s core compared to the case
without the stable region except for the magnetic evolution. However, further improvements are required to reveal the structure and evolution of the Earth’s core in
the coupled core-mantle evolution for explaining the
early geodynamo action if the stable region would be
more feasible for the structure of the Earth’s core
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Fig. 5 Examples of the coupled core-mantle evolution varied with the strength of the oceanic lithosphere (i.e., different values of the friction
coefficient of the brittle deformation of the oceanic lithosphere; see more details in Nakagawa and Tackley (2015)). Top: time variations of the
chemical structure of the silicate mantle for selected values of the friction coefficient (blue: harzburgite, red: basaltic crust, and green: primordial
material); bottom: diagnostics of the core evolution (temperature at CMB; heat flow across the CMB; inner core; magnetic dissipation)
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Fig. 6 Onset of the surface plate motion in the coupled core-mantle evolution model (after Nakagawa and Tackley 2015). a–c Top: Surface
mobility; Middle: Surface heat flow; Bottom: Magmatic heat flow zoomed up first 80 Myrs for three values of the friction coefficient of the oceanic
lithosphere. a 0.02, b 0.04, c 0.08, and d the time variation of the viscosity field near the onset timing of the plate subduction. Top: A case with
melting; Bottom: A case without melting. The friction coefficient is used as 0.08

because the magnetic field generation is significantly
weak with the stable region.
With geodynamo simulations that include a stable region, the intensity of the magnetic field is filtered due to
the strong diffusion of the induced magnetic field
through a stable region (Nakagawa 2015; Christensen
2018). Additionally, the stable region can work for the
unstable dynamo actions because the magnetic field generation caused by core convection is suppressed by the
stable region. Figure 8 shows an example of the magnetic field at the CMB for geodynamo simulations with/
without a stable region, which indicates a strong diffusion of the induced magnetic field in the stable region.
Without the stratified region, the morphology of the
magnetic field at the CMB indicates the dipoledominant feature. With the stable region, the amplitude
of the magnetic field is much smaller, which is reduced
to 0.01 of the cases without the stable region. The
morphology of the magnetic field is dominated by the
non-dipolar field. As discussed in Nakagawa (2015), this
type of dynamo solution can have a bifurcation of the
solution. Shown on the right side of Fig. 8 is the

representative case for the weak field solution. Starting
with the weak seed magnetic field, the dynamo solution
is likely to be fallen into the weak field solution, whereas,
with the strong seed magnetic field, the solution goes to
the strong field solution but not stronger than the case
without the stable region. Regarding the zonal flow
structure, the equatorial jet can be developed for the
case without the stable region but, with the stable region
indicating the weak field solution, the columnar-type of
flow is developed. However, it is noted that the dynamo
actions with the stable region are still controversial if the
stable region would be feasible or not because the contrary result of geodynamo simulations is provided that
there would be less feasible for the stable region at the
top of the Earth’s core (Gastine et al. 2020).
Recent mineral physics experiments pointed out that
silicate crystals may be found in the molten iron near
the pressure at the core-mantle boundary (Hirose et al.
2017), and magnesium oxide may also be crystallized in
the molten iron (Badro et al. 2016). This chemical
process is an alternative convective process that occurs
before the inner core starts growing, because the thermal
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Fig. 7 Examples of the coupled core-mantle evolution in mantle convection simulations when inserting the formation of the stable region
formulated by Nakagawa (2018). a Temperature at the CMB, b heat flow across the CMB, c inner core, d magnetic dissipation, and e thermal and
chemical structure taken at t = 4.6 Gyrs. For the chemical structure, blue indicates the depleted harzburgite and red indicates the enriched
oceanic crust
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5.2 Shortcomings

My review of the coupled core-mantle evolution discusses the proper determination of a consistent scenario
with various observational constraints and interpretations. However, there are still considerable shortcomings
in the field that need to be addressed in future research.
These research gaps are listed as follows:

Fig. 8 Examples of the induced magnetic field at CMB, the area
below the stable region, and the zonal flow for the geodynamo
simulation with a stable region. Left: without the stable region; right:
with the stable region. From top to bottom of each panel: timeaveraged magnetic field at the CMB, the time-averaged magnetic
field at the bottom of the stable region, and the time-averaged
mean zonal fluid flow velocity (the dotted line indicates the position
of the boundary between the stable and convective regions). A
detailed setting of the geodynamo simulations can be found in
Nakagawa (2015). The unit of each color bar indicates
non-dimensional values

convection is strongly suppressed by the high thermal
conductivity of the core alloy prior to the inner core
growth. With theoretical estimates on how this
crystallization contributes to the evolution and structure
of the outermost core, both silicate and magnesium
oxide may have less buoyancy than the surrounding metallic alloy; the exsolution of those materials may act as
an additional buoyancy source for increasing the convective power of the Earth’s core, especially for the geodynamo actions in the early Earth (O’Rourke and
Stevenson 2016; Hirose et al. 2017). The crystalized material in the metallic alloy may also be assimilated with
the silicate deep mantle with respect to the thermodynamics model (Helffrich et al. 2018). However, further
investigation is needed for the contributions of the additional driving force caused by the material exsolution to
the core convection and its thermal and chemical structure, and the onset timing of the geodynamo actions in
the early Earth requires clarification.

1. Evolution from the magma ocean: The solidification
of the magma ocean is important in determining
the initial condition of the mantle convection (e.g.,
Foley et al. 2014). The solidification of the magma
ocean includes important questions towards
determining the most accurate scenario of coremantle evolution, including the onset timing of the
geodynamo actions and plate tectonics as well as
planetary habitability. Additionally, the globally
molten region known as the Basal Magma Ocean
might be found in the deep interior (Labrosse et al.
2007), and it might have strongly affected the longterm evolution of the Earth’s deep interior (e.g.,
Laneuville et al. 2018). The current modeling on
the coupled core-mantle evolution has not included
the effects of the solidification of the magma ocean
in the early Earth. The physical and chemical processes for the solidification of the magmatic ocean
should be included in future improvements.
2. Magnetic evolution: There is no completed fluid
dynamic simulation model coupling the mantle and
core because the time scales of the dynamics
between the mantle and core are highly variant due
to the extremely low viscosity of the Earth’s outer
core (e.g., Rutter et al. 2002). Strong computing
power can simulate extreme modeling of dynamical
coupling of the silicate and metallic core and thus
improve interpretations of the magnetic evolution
associated with core dynamics.
Additionally, the onset timing of the geodynamo
actions is still controversial due to the energetics of
the Earth’s core with a high thermal conductivity of
the core alloy; this is because the thermal
convection is only the driving mechanism of the
core convection before the onset timing of the
inner core growth. To avoid the energy shortage
caused by a high thermal conductivity, another
energy source of the convective action that may
have maintained the magnetic field generation in
the early Earth has been proposed: compositional
convection in the outermost core (O’Rourke and
Stevenson 2016; Hirose et al. 2017). There have
been several theoretical models based on the
parameterized mantle convection for determining
the long-term evolution scenario (e.g., O’Rourke
et al. 2018), but such models have not been
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developed for the Earth’s evolution. Further investigations of these energy sources are required so that
the most accurate evolutionary scenario can be determined and paleomagnetic constraints for the
long-term evolution can thus be improved. The
other improvement is to look at the possibility of
the magnetic field generation caused by the basal
magma ocean (Ziegler and Stegman 2013) but not
well investigated. This topic is worth working for
testing such a hypothesis.
3. Plate tectonics: The timing of the onset of plate
tectonics on the early Earth, which began just after
the surface’s magmatic ocean solidified, is not fully
understood (e.g., Foley et al. 2014). Plate tectonics
is the major heat engine used to maintain the heat
flow across the core-mantle boundary and ensure
that the convective action of the Earth’s core can
maintain the magnetic field generation. The current
numerical modeling approach for the global-scale of
the mantle convection that generated plate tectonics, i.e., the rheological properties of the silicate
rocks, is still not realistic (Tackley 2000; Moresi and
Solomatov 1998). More realistic rheological properties of the silicate rocks regarding the weakening
mechanisms (dynamic friction, grain-size effects,
and water weakening effects; Gerya et al. 2008; Bercovici and Ricard 2014; Karato and Barbot 2018)
should be included in future investigations.
4. Planetary habitability: An ongoing research aim is
to find an Earth-like rocky planet. However, the
Earth is the only habitable rocky planet in the solar
system. One important component of a habitable
rocky planet is that its strong geomagnetic field can
be maintained for over 4 billion years. Other essential components that have only been found on Earth
are plate tectonics and mild climate with a waterbased ocean. Nakagawa and Iwamori (2019) indicated the long-term evolution of the magnetic field,
plate tectonics, and water ocean in a coupled coremantle evolution model in hydrous mantle convection simulations. However, further investigations
are required; these should include the atmosphereocean evolution for a long-term climate on the
planetary surface (Foley and Driscoll 2016). Such a
study would comprise a major advancement in determining the best-fit evolution scenario on for
plate tectonics, the geodynamo, and climate
simultaneously.

6 Summary
This study provides a comprehensive review of the Earth’s
coupled core-mantle evolution. The review includes important constraints arising from paleomagnetism and geomagnetism, interpretations from seismology and mineral
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physics measurements on the structure of the deep mantle
and outermost outer core, and the current status of longterm evolution modeling of the coupled core-mantle evolution used in theoretical/numerical modeling of the
mantle convection. The main points of this review are as
follows: (1) The heat flow across the CMB plays a key role
in the coupled core-mantle evolution over 4 billion years
in terms of the amplitude and spatial pattern; (2) More investigations on the origin of the deep mantle heterogeneity are needed for verifying the heat flow across the
CMB; and (3) The current accomplishments of the
coupled core-mantle evolution model are still difficult to
find the consistent scenario of the Earth’s evolution because the initial condition is too approximated to provide
the better evolution scenario.
Since the time scale of the Earth’s plate tectonics and
mantle convection is important for understanding the
long-term evolution of the core and mantle, the determination of detailed dynamics concerning mantle convection is required for identifying the constraints of
geomagnetism and paleomagnetism. Although the initial
condition of the mantle convection is not entirely analogous for its present-day structure and dynamics in the
deep mantle (e.g., Nakagawa and Tackley 2012), the dynamics concerning the early Earth, i.e., the initiation of
plate tectonics and geodynamo actions, should be incorporated in long-term evolution studies; this approach
can provide a systematic understanding of the Earth’s
evolution. Finally, more effort should be applied in various disciplines so that planetary habitability can be determined in terms of the structure, dynamics, and
evolution of the Earth’s deep interior.
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